Discussion
The semisynthetic ergot derivative nicergoline is an important drug used in dementia and other age associated forms of cognitive impairment [1] , 1-Hydroxymethyl-1 Oa-methoxy-9,10-dihydrolysergol (HMDL), 1 -methyl-1 Oa-methoxy-9,10-dihydroly sergol (MeLuol or MMDL), 1 Oa-methoxy-9,10-dihydroly sergol (Luol or MDL) and their respective glucuronides are the human nicergoline metabolites [2] , Due to the extensive first-pass metabolism, nicergoline metabolites contribute also to its pharmacological effect [3] . The conformation of l-hydroxymethyl-10a-methoxy-9,10-dihydrolysergol (figure, top) is essentially similar to the conformation of l-methyl-10a-methoxy-9,10-dihydrolysergol moiety in nicergoline [4, 5] 
